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Beutnagel 3-12-9 

4. The method of claim 1 jUere a first of said two prosody parameter specifications 
is a pitch specification and a seco>d of said two prosody parameter specifications is an 
energy specification. 

5. The method of claiift 1 where either one of said at least two prosody 
specifications specifies an energy with a target value corresponding to silence. 



7. The method of claim 1 where said point in time for reaching target value of a 
f\ f) specified prosody paramete/ of a phoneme from said plurality of phonemes is expressed in 
(yS^ tenns of time offsets from P* e ^ginning of phonemes. 



^ V 10. The method </f claim 1 where said signal also includes text specifications. 

footed 



13. The method/of claim 10 where said signal also includes image specifications. 




14. The methcfd of claim 1 where said point in time is specified as an offset from 
beginning of said one of said phonemes. 

1 5. The melhod of claim 1 where said at least two prosody parameter specifications 
comprise at least two pitch specifications. 

1 6. The mfethod of claim 1 where said at least two prosody parameter specifications 
comprise at least tfcvo pitch specifications followed by an energy specification. 

17. The ihethod of claim 1 where said at least two prosody parameter specifications 
comprise a plurality of one or more pitch specifications and a plurality of one or more 
energy specifica ions. 



18. The 
than two prosoc y 



method of claim 1 where said at least one of said phonemes includes more 
parameter specifications, with each specification of a prosody parameter 
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specifying a target value for /aid ptosody parameter and a point in time for reaching said 
target value 

1 9. The method of/claim 1 8 where each of at least two of said more than two 
parameter specifications specifies a pitch target value and a time for reaching said pitch 
target value. 

20- The method if claim 18 where each of at least two of said more than two 
parameter specifications/specifies an energy target value and a time for reaching said energy 
target value. 

2L V method for generating a signal rich in prosody information comprising: 
$ J a firAtep including in said signal a plurality of phoneme symbols, 

a secortK step including in said signal a desired duration of each of said phoneme 
symbols, 

a third sip including at least one target prosody parameter value within a duration 
for at least one of saii phonemes at a chosen time offset from the beginning of the duration 
of said phoneme W is m md less ^ ±c duration of said P honeme - 



22. Amethc 



other than said chos sn time offset 



d of claim 21 where said prosody parameter value is unrestricted at 



REMARKS 

Claims 9-12 were rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete. Claims 9, 1 1 , and 12 are deleted herein, and claim 10 is amended to make it 
dependent on claim 1. As amended, it is believed that claim 10 is not incomplete and, thus, 
is not contrary to the requirements of 35 USC 112. 

Claims 1-8 were rejected under 35 USC 102 as being anticipated by Lee et al, US 
Patent 6,088,673. Applicants respectfully traverse. 

Lee at al teach the notion of providing a specification for each phoneme of a text. 
For each phoneme, the specification at most consists of a duration specification, a pitch 
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